This interview was carried out in the context of the visit of Father Solalinde to the University of Oregon in May 2018. It deals with immigration policies in the US and Mexico, and the resistance strategies that have been developed in recent years to escape from the repression and corruption around migrants and their travel North. Important for the context is also the presidential campaign of Andrés Manuel López Obrador that would win the elections in July and whose six-year term started in December of 2018.
that the network of shelters becomes almost a kind of direct alternative that breaks with the wall. It is like a perpendicular line cutting through the wall, in symbolic terms it's a line that defies the regimes of control...
[Solalinde asks us to stop the recording briefly].
Solalinde:
The first approach might be to discuss the meaning of So that question in itself, opens the possibilities of an investigation that will lead you to a systemic expiration.
The capitalist system has provoked that because it no longer guarantees the lives of people. But not only is capitalism expired, modernity has just expired, the modern state, because it no longer guarantees... The modern state succumbed to the capitalist factual power and that's it. That state of modernity has already been left behind to give way to post-modernity, to an administrator state, a state that administers the interests of the capitalist oligarchy of the world.
García-Caro:
That is why I asked-I know you do not want to be a protagonist-but I asked you how the network of shelters that you have helped to create is a perpendicular response that radically questions and resists the wall...
Solalinde:
If you allow me, I could get to these circumstantial Six Jesuits were threatened to death with weapons.
The Zetas. So they understood and left, but they told me:
"You have two roads. One, that you ask for help from the Miguel Agustín Pro center of the Jesuits in Mexico, and that they begin to see how they are going to deal with this matter; or that you go, that you leave because they are going to kill you." A father, a colleague of mine told me: "do not talk like you are talking because they are going to kill you." They threatened me there and I had to shut up. I kept thinking, and I did not even have time to decide. It was necessary to do it. I had two roads, to call the press and start publishing all of it. And I opted to call the press, to make it known and create all the possible scandal in order to make them realize what was happening.
From that moment, they began to visualize everything that was happening: who were the ones that were It's not worth it and we're going to forget everything.
If they kill us they kill us, but this Christmas, we will celebrate well and we will be happy and we will play music and we will put up ornaments, and we will make a very good dinner." And that's what we did. And that Christmas happened like the first and the only one we had at that moment. After that, they let me live and I continued living. What is the cause of that? I think it was caused by the increasing visibility of the migration issue; everything they wanted to do with them, to conduct large and massive kidnappings… they knew their business was exposed. They were exposed and in serious trouble and they could no longer do it with so much media, they could not do anything, because all the reflectors were placed on them. They opted for not creating more problems and retired to Veracruz.
And then from Veracruz to the north. And then in the north they decided that, why fight so much with me in the south, if there in the north they could wait for the migrants quietly and kidnap them there. So they did nothing, they waited for them to arrive alone.
García-Caro:
There is an argument here, or a logic that is relatively difficult to understand outside of Mexico; that of a paramilitary group that leaves the government, the Zetas, which is dedicated to kidnapping and mass murdering hundreds, possibly thousands, of Mexican citizens, but also Central Americans. It is difficult to understand the purpose. That is to say, that they rob is one thing, even When they arrive and begin to move on, the Zetas begin to discover things; they begin to experiment. First, they extort the migrants. But it was not enough; the Zetas were not so ordinary, so to speak, to settle for extortion, if they are not assailants. They go big. Then they began to discover how... the migrants are poor. The migrants from the south do not have money, but they began to think, to see: "They don't, but where are they going? To the United States. There they have some acquaintance, or family member. Here there are no dollars, but there are dollars there." They thought that they could take the money from the relatives, and they did not know if the relatives were going to respond or not. And they started to do the tests. I was there when they started doing this, the relatives started calling me, directly to me. "Father, they are asking me for money because they say they are kidnapped." And I said, "Well, let me see," because I did not know anything, this had just started. By the time I had realized it, they discovered that the relatives could pay, and that the life of a relative, that the life of a poor man is worth so much to them that they were willing to pay. They did not even know how much they were going to charge, they began to prove how much they could pay, until they arrived more or less at a fee that was between one and three thousand dollars per person.
And they started paying.
After that, they made techniques, techniques for convincing. People were taken to a place where there was a cell phone signal, and then they called a family member and got the rescue money. Those who are good, especially the Guatemalans, they do not fight, they do not resist. They pay because they have very important social networks, most of them are indigenous. They pay, they do not mistreat them; rarely do they kidnap them.
They pay in advance and so they no longer kidnap them and they let them pass. Because the profit does not generate problems for the drug trafficking. This is what they did to them and they realized that the poor are worth something. They let the ones go who could not pay at first. But when they came back to us later, we wanted to make a deposition. We filed a report and began to quantify it all, how many were being kidnapped. And we were able to account for investigations that 10,000 migrants were kidnapped each semester. Every six months this amounted to a twenty-five million dollar profit. Every six months. And that's just for those we could account for. Obviously it was much more, but it was not possible for us to register beyond ten thousand migrants.
They realized that, if they leave people alive, they will talk, and they do not want them to talk, so they started killing them. They began to fill wells, fill them with bodies. They began to take them to the lizards,because in the area where they were carrying out the kidnappings, there were lakes with lizards and the lizards ate them -then they began to fill caves, in Veracruz.
Finally, they invented a new technique [to disappear
people]: a Zeta that was called the Sheep -I think they must have already killed him -invented this technique of a 200-liter barrel. Several people were needed: first you need a hit man, a hit man who was responsible for nothing more than killing them. Then the butcher, responsible for cutting them to fit the bodies in barrels of 200 liters. And then the other was the cook or the pozolero, to cook them. They already had experience of how to do it without leaving anything but charred remains. But still, there was still another one that in recent years we have been discovering. The last person was to collect the rest of the barrels and then to go toss them, however not in the same pit, but in different pits so that it would take even more work, if there were any remains with DNA, because there would be no way to put the body parts back together. This happened for instance in Colinas de Santa Fe, in Veracruz. Solecito discovered this, when his relatives were finding the remains of a relative, but he noticed that there was only one or two body parts, but the rest was not there. At first, they thought that the other body parts had been burned, but later they found the rest of the same person in another pit. In other words, it was the perfect crime.
That day when we thought they were going to kill me, well we said, "let's risk it" without knowing if they were really going to kill me or not. thing." About one month and a half since that had happened, I went to Reinosa and I went to the blessing of a migrant shelter. We had a small press conference, and when the conference finished, two very strapping men dressed in red came up to me. And I thought they
were journalists -my bodyguards were there, and I had about two or three years with them, and they were two or three meters from where I was and they didn't hear the conversation -and they told me, "look, we are the same ones who greeted you there in Tennessee, in the United States. Now you know who we are." And they told me, "we don't have any issue, we just came to present ourselves, to greet you, nothing more. There isn't any issue against you." I could not even say anything to my bodyguards.
We went to visit a cross outside, we walked to various places and we finally arrived at a restaurant, where the organizers of the House for Migrants had invited us. A small table. And one of them, of the religious ones -I told them what was happening -and she said, "let's see, allow me your tablet," to one of them who was there. And they start to see the photos and the whole time they were there behind me. In every moment. My bodyguards, didn't even notice. But those two people were behind me the whole time, the ones dressed in red. One of them was there, the commander had left to smoke outside of the restaurant, and he left me alone.
García-Caro:
Are your bodyguards from the municipal police?
Solalinde:
No, they are from the PGR (Attorney General of Mexico), and they are personal security agents from the PGR.
That's how it was when I realized this, I said, "they didn't even notice, this commander, and just to go have a smoke, he left me alone." They could have killed me right then and there, and so I asked that they change the bodyguards and they did. But that happened. Since then, they never contacted me again. he said, "we like this plan, we are willing to do it." There is a word they often say, "we are ready; I am ready;
We are ready." The condition was that Mexico ought to be the leader, that there must be transparency in the process, and that everything should be done jointly. It was never undertaken because Mexico did not have the political will; there was no interest. But something must be done now with the co-responsibility of the sending countries in Central America, it has to be done. All this has to be reviewed: to gather all the shelters, to gather more than 90 civil society organizations that have to do with migrants, and among all of us, generate those transparent public policies that everyone knows. And tell the US, "it's going to be like this." And that's it. The resource that the United States gives through the Merida Initiative has nothing to do with Human Rights. Because, although they say that they set up the conditions for Human Rights, in practice nothing is done. We want it to be said and done. 
